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Roll Up, Roll Up for The Greatest Show on Earth - Following on from Pat Grimwood-Taylor’s interesting display of Open/Social Philately, where there appears to be virtually no rules other than to tell a story and forget the philatelic knowledge, (I hope I’ve got that right), I thought I’d try my hand – even if there are a lot more stamps than ephemera! Those that are included are meant to depict the type of act as they appeared on the programme.

CHRISTMAS TREAT - After the shortages of wartime, my Mother took me to see the return of the famous Bertram Mills Circus at Olympia in London for the post war return of that great show.

PROGRAMME - The show opened with a Cavalcade of Artists and Animals. 
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CAVALCADE - The show opened with a cavalcade, followed by  The Sylvans – a bare back horse riding act.
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After holding our breath at the horsemanship, The Tovarich Troupe were next to enter the ring in a gymnastic display of twists and turns

[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]


Horses made a return with a Symphony in Grey presented by Peggy Holt.

Juggling upside down had us in wonderment at the skill shown by the Reverhos.
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Another riding act followed in a quieter vein in the style of Louis 14th
With a great deal of barking and excitement, Louise and her Dogs ran into the ring and thoroughly enjoyed showing off their tricks.
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It was then time for laughter as Charlie Rivels, billed as the Scream of Ring-history, in the guise of a Charlie Chaplin figure caused mayhem on the low trapeze. He is featured on the stamp left.
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With a swirl of the Pipes, in true highland manner, The Dagenham Girl Pipers marched into the ring. (Not one male piper as illustrated here).

Closing the first half, the cages were assembled for the Kings of the Jungle, Nicolai and his Lions.
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After an ice cream, the second half got under way with Les Idalys shown left cycling 80 feet in the air.

A horse and pony act followed with Young Roy depicted here right by Alexis Gruss, a Clown d’Or winner at the Moscow Circus awards forty years later.
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Laughter filled the air with the Clowns Crick and Crock shown below left and a traditional slapstick performance.

[image: image15.jpg]


[image: image16.jpg]


The heavy weights of the circus, Bertram Mills six Elephants, then lumbered into the ring with an incredible display of balance and control.
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From the slow elegance of the elephants, The Brockways on their cycles made an appearance.
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From the motivation on the cycles, The Cumberlands presented a bareback horse riding adventure in a galaxy of tricks.

After the exquisite riding, the Clowns were back in the form of The Andreus, musical clowns who stretched comedy and music to an extreme form
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Our eyes were then focused on the roof of Olympia when my favourite of all acts The Flying Alizes, created a sensational act on the flying trapeze including the triple somersault in flight.
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To close the show, the whole company took part in the Grand Carousel
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Once we had left the enclosed performance area, we finished our day by visiting the funfair 
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After a tiring day, and a visit to a traditional circus of a type not seen to-day, it was off to the station for the train home and bed.







