
TORQUAY SOCIETY HISTORY 

The formation of the Torquay Philatelic Society 
dates back to January 1921, when stockbroker 
Wilfrid Pheasey advertised in the local press 
under the non de plume "Philatelist" for like-
minded collectors who would be interested in 
forming a new society.He obviously received a 
favorable response, as he wrote back on the 22nd 
from his offices at 32, Fleet Street to the respondents: 

"Philatelist desires to express his thanks to those ladies and gentlemen who have favoured him with enquiries regarding 
his advertised prosposal for a local society for the purpose, amongst others, of facilitating interchange of views and 
exchange of duplicates amongst residents interested in stamps and stamp collecting. He would esteem it a privilege to 
be permitted an early opportunity of making the personal acquaintance of his correspondents, in order to arrange the 
formal institution of the proposed society, and to this end he ventures to request that those whose engagements permit 
will meet him at the above address noon on Saturday, the 5th February, when individual suggestions may be brought 
under discussion, and the possibility considered of a private exhibition of collections. R.S.V.P.".  
 

 

As can be seen from these early syllabi 
(copies of which are still in the possession 
of the Society), the club was soon up and 
running with a varied programme of events. 
It's amusing to note that even in 1924 there were some collectors shaking their heads over "modern" stamp 
design ... The Committee were at pains to emphasize that "the novice and medium collectors are equally 
welcome with the more advanced student, in fact, anyone providing they are at all interested in the collection 
and study of stamps". 

The new society sent delegates to the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain held at Bath in 1922, formed an 
exchange club in the same year (two "substantial" references, 2/6 entrance fee, and 5% to the Society), and 
a philatelic library in 1923. By the 1924-5 season the meetings had moved to the Y.M.C.A. Institute in Castle 
Road, close to the bus and tram routes in Castle Circus. 


