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 2017/03 
 

 
 

WESSEX BULLETIN by email – Requests to be included on the circulation list should go 
to our webmaster Jim Wigmore at wessexweb@talktalk.net  please include your full name, club 
and the email address your Bulletin is to be sent to. 
Please Note this is a totally secure process – Your email address will remain secure; each 
copy will reach you on a personal basis without disclosing your email address to the other 
recipients. 
A number of our new readers have sent request for copies of earlier bulletins – PLEASE 
NOTE THESE CAN BE FOUND AND DOWNLOADED FROM OUR WEBSITE – see the 
Publications Page. 
 

WESSEX FEDERATION WEBSITE at www.wessexpf.org.uk – has been completely 
updated to a new format, using the Xara software creation and maintenance package. This 
should make it very easy for a new webmaster to manage and maintain the site. Please ensure 
your club details are correct, this includes ensuring that your meeting details are correct and up 
to date.  OUR WEBSITE IS YOUR SHOP WINDON. You can feed information direct to the 
Webmaster via the website. 
 

NEW WEBMASTER REQUIRED unless we have a volunteer to take over the 
maintenance of our website by September 2017 this facility will no longer be 
maintained. 
 

NEW BULLETIN EDITOR REQUIRED – We still require a new Bulletin Editor, details of the 
job specification were published in Bulletin 2016/04.  

The Wessex Federation AGM is in September and unless a new Editor is 
appointed THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST BULLETIN 
 

WHATS ON & WHERE 
9th September 2017 - The 2017 Wessex Federation Competition Entries will be shown at St 
Michaels Church Hall, Chudleigh Road, Kingstiegnton, TQ12 3JU – This will be a very good 
show with plenty of on site parking, dealers and food. Make this one of your days out. 
 

9th September 2017 – Stamp Fair at America Hall Pinhoe Exeter from 10.00am – 3.00pm  
 

11th October 2017 – Dawlish Clubs Autumn Auction (copy of the Auction List sent with this 
Bulletin) The lots can be viewed on the Dawlish Club page of the Federation website. 
 

28th October 2017 – WETS Autumn Meeting at Buckfastleigh Town Hall when David 
Roseveare will be showing Grandeur to Gravure followed by a Buffet Lunch and members and 
Guests displays on the theme “Clothes that we Wear” cost for the day will be £8.00 – see the 
WETS page on the federation website or contact Andrew Austen on 01271 329762 to book for 
this fantastic day. 
28th October 2017 - Cornex at Liskeard 

Points of Contact –  Editor   - New Editor Required 
   Secretary  - Sally Ellam  martin.sally101@btinternet.com  
IN THIS ISSUE – Wessex Bulletin by eMail, Wessex Federation Website, New Editor Required, What’s on and 
Where, Around our Clubs, Club Reports, Stamps a Source of Learning, From the Editor. 
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AROUND OUR CLUBS  
Date Meeting Description Speaker Club 
26/07/2017 Local Islands David Jefferies Liskeard Stamp Club 
06/08/2017 Secret Who Knows Minehead Stamp Club 
10/08/2017 Trading, Switzerland V&E Sandercock, 

Richard Wiggins 
Launceston Stamp Club 

21/08/2017 A Philatelic Holiday Members Sidmouth & Honiton 
30/08/2017 Kenya Peter Chantry Liskeard Stamp Club 

06/09/2017 Club Members Displays & Summer 
Aquisistions 

 Exmouth Stamp Club 

09/09/2017 Wessex Federation Displays (3) Dealers  Torquay & Teignbridge SC 
12/09/2017 Yeovil Entertain  Minehead Stamp Club 
13/09/2017 From Grandeur to Gravure David Roseveare Dawlish Stamp Club 
14/09/2017 Trading, Wessex Roadshow Kevin Webb, 

Wessex Speaker 
Launceston Stamp Club 

14/09/2017 Club Displays Letter H  & Competition Brief Gary Green Torquay & Teignbridge SC 
18/09/2017 Rhodesia Pt2 Terry Cowlard Sidmouth & Honiton 
20/09/2017 Ionian Islands/Balkans and Boers Richard Stroud Exmouth Stamp Club 
27/09/2017 Great Britain John Harrison Liskeard Stamp Club 
28/09/2017 Presidents Evening  Torquay & Teignbridge SC 
04/10/2017 Club Members Presentations on Transport  Exmouth Stamp Club 
11/10/2017 Auction Night viewing from 7.00 – 7.30pm Dawlish Stamp Club 

12/10/2017 AGM, Auction & Raffle - Viewing from 6.30 pm.  Launceston Stamp Club 
12/10/2017 Jeff Gregory & Colleague Entertain Jeff Gregory Torquay & Teignbridge SC 
16/10/2017 Annual Club Auction  Sidmouth & Honiton 
18/10/2017 French African Colonies Carlton Jones Exmouth Stamp Club 
25/10/2017 Cornwall Fed AGM, Display of 8 shts & Silent 

Auction 
 Liskeard Stamp Club 

26/10/2017 Bermuda Alan Taylor Torquay & Teignbridge SC 
01/11/2017 Club Auction  Exmouth Stamp Club 
08/11/2017 Burmuda Alan Taylor Dawlish Stamp Club 
09/11/2017 Trading, Venesuela Rex Eccott, David 

Richardson 
Launceston Stamp Club 

09/11/2017 Comp. Night Ladies & John Nicholson Cups  Torquay & Teignbridge SC 
15/11/2017 Club Members Presentations on King George 

VI 
 Exmouth Stamp Club 

20/11/2017 AGM & Competition  Sidmouth & Honiton 
23/11/2017 Dealers Evening Chris Hockaday Torquay & Teignbridge SC 
29/11/2017 Wessex Roadshow  Liskeard Stamp Club 
06/12/2017 Club Members Presentations "Lucky Dip"  Exmouth Stamp Club 
10/12/2017 Club Annual Lunch  Exmouth Stamp Club 
11/12/2017 Christmas Meal  Liskeard Stamp Club 
13/12/2017 Social & 1 Sheet Competition  Dawlish Stamp Club 

 
IF YOUR CLUB DETAILS ARE NOT HERE YOU HAVE NOT YET SUPPLIED YOUR 
PROGRAMME DETAILS TO OUR WEBMASTER 
 
CLUB REPORTS 
Launceston Stamp Club held their regular monthly meeting at the Yeolmbridge Methodist Chapel Hall, 
Ladycross on 11th May. The dealer for the evening was Terry Cowlard who brought along a wide range 
of postcards and stamps   
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After an hours trading, Club Chairman Viv Sandercock formally opened the meeting welcoming fourteen 
members and the return of Terry and Janet Cowlard. The Chairman then introduced the evening’s 
speaker, Janet Cowlard, who would be talking about her book, The “Royal Letters” Mystery. 
Janet introduced her talk by explaining that the basis for her book arose from her husband’s purchase of 
a lot of five hand written letters at an auction in the 1980’s.  The lot cost just £2.00. The uniqueness was 
that the five letters were on Royal Household headed notepaper with the names of Windsor Castle, York 
Cottage, Balmoral Castle and Buckingham Palace.  Whilst the correspondence was clearly between a 
mother and her daughter the letters were unsigned and only partially dated.  The mystery was who the 
letter writer was and what was her royal connection.  In the 1980s, without the assistance of the internet, 
research was difficult even to date the letters but by using available information Janet worked out the 
dates which spanned a period of three years (1920 – 1923).  Janet’s book runs to some 350 pages and 
was published in 2014 and in addition to establishing the letter writers’ identities it researches their 
family history, royal connections and their positions in the Royal Household.  Janet was assisted with a 
Power Point presentation by Terry highlighting the book’s content and to complete the evening there 
was a display of over 100 period post card photographs of Royalty of the era.  
On behalf of the Club, Howard Hamblin, thanked Janet for a most interesting and entertaining talk.   
The Club meeting on 9thJune. After an hours trading, Club Chairman Viv Sandercock introduced the 
evening’s speaker Peter Chantry who would be giving two separate displays, the first on the Stamps of 
Touva followed by a display of Correspondence of Italian POWs interned in East Africa. 
Peter introduced his Touva or Tuva display with a brief description of this remote part of Eastern Siberia 
that borders Mongolia. In 1921, with Russian backing, became the Tuvan People's Republic. In 1992, it 
became a member of the Russian Federation. 
Tannu Tuva issued postage stamps between 1926 and 1936. They became popular with young stamp 
collectors because of the stamps' colourful designs and shapes. In 1927 a series of stamps were issued 
with local scenes or a map of the country. These stamps were issued in several shapes, including 
rectangles, triangles and diamonds, and with text in Mongolian and the words "TOUVA" and "postage". 
From 1934 to 1936, Tuva issued 100 different postage stamps with images of Tuvan life, including horse 
racing, nomadic battle scenes, and domestic animals including camels and oxen. These large format 
stamps came in a variety of shapes including diamonds, and were widely sold to collectors. They were 
the brainchild of Bela Sekula, a promoter of philatelic "rarities", who in 1934 convinced the Tuvan and 
Soviet authorities to produce attractive stamps for sale to collectors.  They were designed, printed and 
issued in Moscow, and sold abroad by a Russian State trading firm to earn hard currency. Many of the 
images on the stamps showed inaccurate representations of Tuvan life. For example, one of the stamps 
showed a camel racing a locomotive along Tuva's non-existent railway. There is still no railway in Tuva. 
Another depicted a large airship and a man on horseback.  There is no evidence that an airship visited 
Tuva at that time. The 17th Edition of these “Bela Sekula” stamps issued in 1941-1943 were produced in 
Tuva however those issued later are of dubious use and value. 
Peter continued with his second display of the evening - Correspondence of Italian POWs interned in 
East Africa.  This comprised over thirty items of letters between POWs and their families in Italy and 
elsewhere. Peter described the problems in 1941 following the surrender and subsequent transfer to 
Kenya of over 45,000 of the Italian POWs from North Africa. Eventually they were taken by rail to Egypt 
and shipped to Kenya as and when ships became available. The POWs were housed in the twelve 
permanent prison camps built and equipped by the Kenyan Authorities. The camps were self-contained, 
secure and mostly run by British army personnel. The only significant escape recorded was that of 
Felice Benuzzi who, with two fellow-prisoners, escaped from Camp 354in January 1943 and climbed Mt 
Kenya. After 18days on the mountain the three escapees returned to the Camp. Benuzzi later wrote an 
account of their exploits. This was published as a book entitled “No Picnic on Mount Kenya”. In 1992 the 
book was made into a film. 
 
DAWLISH STAMP CLUB – The June meeting was a return visit to Dawlish by Axe Vale Club see the 
report published in the Dawlish Gazette. 
The July meeting was a very jolly affair where members were required to show four sheets from their 
collections or pay £1.00. This produced some very interesting material that included thematic tales, 
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French classics, American Birds, Family History using Stamps, Rhodesia History and Sarawak plate 
studies. 
This was followed by a very busy joint member trading 
session. 
The September meeting will be Grandeur to Gravure by 
David Roseveare. Visitors are always welcome 
The October meeting will be the Annual Auction – The Auction 
List is already published see the attachment to this Bulletin. 
There are some real gems in this auction so have a good look 
at the listing and in some instances, there are pictures of the 
lots available on the Wessex Federation website see the 
Dawlish Club page. Postal Bids can be made see the Bid 
Form at the back of the Catalogue. 
All club meetings are held at The Manor House Dawlish in 
the Mayors Parlour a map to the venue is available on the 
club’s page on the Federation website. 
 
Dawlish Club have discovered the value of having 
exchange visits with other clubs and look forward to our 
exchange visits with Exmouth Club in the forthcoming 
season. We would welcome enquiries from other clubs 
regarding future exchange visits. 
 
BRIXHAM CLUB – We are sad to have to report the demise 
of this club and we hope that it may yet rise again if some 
interest can be generated. Thank’s must go to Tony Key for 
his valiant efforts in keeping things going we look forward to 
seeing Tony at other philatelic venues and events. 
 
We hope that other clubs like Dawlish are able to get reports 
of their meetings published by local press. 
It is important when submitting reports to the press that you 
are dynamic and positive about your club’s activities keep 
reports to around 200 words maximum cut out the waffle and 
really sell the benefits of belonging to your club without 
actually using those words. Make the closet collector realise 
what they are missing by failing to meet with their fellow 
collectors. 
 

YOUR NEW EDITOR NEEDS LOTS 
OF REPORTS FROM CLUBS & 
LOTS OF ARTICLES FROM 
INDIVIDUALS THAT WILL INSPIRE 
FELLOW COLLECTORS 
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STAMPS A SOURCE OF LEARNING? 
In the mid 20th Century the heyday of Stamp 
Collecting children were encouraged to pursue the 
hobby for several reasons, creating one’s own art 
gallery as that eras stamps were beautifully designed 
and engraved. Generations learned about the British 
Empire and all those far flung colonies, how else 

would we know about the Gilbert & Ellis Islands, Tristan De Cuna etc.  Collecting also taught our young 
about History, where our Goods came from the difference between Buying and Selling and about 
Investing and making profits. 

The British Post Office and the Post Offices of many 
other countries around the world now issue far too 
many stamps every year with the aim of trying to 
encourage children to become stamp collectors. 
The subjects chosen leave much to be desired and far 

from encouraging 
new collectors, tend 
to put them off, in 
many cases on the 
high cost alone. 
If we wish to encourage our young 
people to collect 
we need to go 
back to the original 
basis for collecting 
that of learning and 
to address the 
value of stamp 
collecting as a 
learning tool.  
The World Wide 

Web may carry many of the answers to young people’s questions but its not half the fun of putting 
together a story about the world we live in and illustrating it with Stamps. 
So are stamps a source of learning, you bet they are and it’s about time we collectors started to push the 
value of our hobby as a fantastic leaning aid. 
 

FROM THE EDITOR – I dare say there will be few who like me can remember the early issues of 

The Bulletin produced by Ken Fox and Oliver Cumming that were typed on a stencil and run off on an 
old Roneo machine. This gave way to a printed Bulletin paid for by advertising introduced by me with 
some degree of trepidation, it did however work quite well, and members were encouraged to become 
individual members of Wessex at a cost of £1.00/annum so they got copies of the Bulletin by post, this 
also gave birth to the Federation Development fund. The trade where quite happy to contribute to the 
cost of printing on a pro-rata page costing. Future editors continued this process but found it difficult to 
ask for advertising and the process eventually died along with Individual Membership which no longer 
paid for postage costs. The job came full circle back to me. A new approach was required, since it was 
now impossible to post copies of newsletters to the entire membership of the federations clubs due to 
the massive increase of postage costs we needed to address the issue of how we could keep people 
informed at a cost we could afford. The answer arrived at, was generating a Bulletin on Computer in 
colour and using email blind copying to preserve the identity of everyone. Initial trials proved it worked 
and the number of recipients has risen steadily and now extends outside the federation including ABPS, 
RPSL and other National bodies. 
Today’s main problem is getting information from clubs and members to fill the Bulletin of today and I 
wish my successor every success in producing what I feel is a very good federation newsletter. 
  


